
Japan
Brian and Louise’s trip in May, 2019

First stop on our 17-day trip was 
a week-long stay in Tokyo. We 
spent quality time with Shohei
and Chika (friends we met in 
Copenhagen), and met their 3 
children for the first time. The 
picture (right) shows a typical 
Japanese dining room.

Delicious dinners and gracious accommodation in 
Tokyo were given by long-time friend Hiroshi (left) 
and friend Sally. At the restaurant, Sally uses a 
piece of very hot iron to cook meat.

Resembling an architectural bulldog, the Tokyo “Edo” history museum was worth a half-
day visit. Inside, excellent displays covered more than a thousand years of Japanese 
history. We toured various neighbourhoods of Tokyo on our own, made good use of the 
subway system, and got temporarily lost on one of our walks.



Japanese street scenes and architecture
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1. The Ginza district of Tokyo.
2. The Asakusa district of Tokyo.
3. Modern office buildings in 

Shinjuku, Tokyo.
4. Roof of the Nagoya city bus station.
5. Fuji TV headquarters, in Odaiba, 

Tokyo.
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Mingling with crowds
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1. Visitors, including lots of school 
groups, at the Todaiji temple in 
Nara.

2. Sensoji temple, Asakusa, Tokyo.
3. The temple district of Kyoto.
4. The two of us touring Kyoto.
5. A Tokyo subway train – with room 

for even more people.



Food choices

Front window displays of a restaurant’s 
dishes, made of plastic, with prices.

A typical Japanese meal: white rice, 
cabbage salad, meat patty and french
fries, and miso soup. Cost: about $12 Cdn.

Plenty of vending machines everywhere.

The easy way to order and pay for 
food in a lower-cost restaurant: 
select menu items by pressing 
buttons on the machine, deposit 
money, receive change, and take a 
ticket to the counter.



Varied scenery in Japan
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1. At the Shinjuku Gyoen national park, in 
the heart of Tokyo.

2. Beside the very active Owakudani volcano,
near Mount Fuji. Tourists reach this spot via funicular and cable car.

3. Lake Ashi, seen from Onshi Hakone park.
4. A peaceful pond in Kyoto botanical garden.
5. Rice paddies, seen from the train window.
6. A typical cemetery; grave stones marked with sayings on wooden sticks.



Noted on our travels
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3. A group of 
kindergarten 
children at the 
Kyoto railway 
museum.
4. A colourful 
decoration.
5. A violin 
playing robot, 
made by Toyota 
engineers.
6. Demonstration 
of a power loom, 
at the Toyota 
industry museum 
in Nagoya.

1. Gas 
stations have 
lots of 
attendants. 
Gasoline 
costs about 
$2 a litre.
2. Girls on a 
day’s outing 
like to dress 
up in rented 
kimonos. 
Cost: about 
$200 each.



5. View of a 5-storey pagoda beside 
a pond in Nara. We had great 
weather for walking around the 
temple district, which features a 
huge wooden building with a 60-
foot high bronze statue of 
Buddha.

More sights around Japan
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1. A sculpture 
made from a 
continuous piece 
of black and 
yellow rope.

2. One of the many 
deer in Nara 
park.

3. Louise showing 
the height of the 
front door of this 
little house.

4. Ancient statue of 
Buddha, at 
Tennoji temple 
in Nippori, 
Tokyo.



Our itinerary

Flew from Vancouver, Canada to Tokyo on May 8.
Later, travelled by train to Gora (near Mount Fuji), Nagoya, Kyoto and Nara, with stops 
in each place.
Flew from Osaka back to North America on May 24.
A wonderful trip, one of the best ones we’ve been on!


